
From the President. . .

The Tennessee Reading Association has started off the 2011- 2012 year with some exciting changes. 
I first want to thank all of our past TRA leaders who have given us a strong foundation to allow the 
organization to grow and evolve! With the appointments of several new chairpersons you as a TRA 
member are going to notice more visibility. 

During the Summer Leadership Workshop I shared the following goals for the new year: 
★ Lifelong Literacy:

‣ Partner with business and industry to promote family and workplace literacy
 Local Rotary Clubs
 Opportunity for IRA grant!
 Local businesses to help sponsor family and workplace  literacy projects 

‣ Encourage research, committee work, and grants
 Provide grants and support to literacy educators for action research projects

‣ Educate members about what TRA is doing through committees and grants
 Social networks
 Update website providing forms and information

★ Professional Development:
‣ Support local councils as a resource, mentor, and development and growth in 

membership
 District Coordinators actively contact all councils to find out needs and concerns
 Schedule meetings with state coordinator to discuss progress and concerns 

(Prior to board meetings?)
 Council Support Committee actively contacting councils identified by coordinators  

as needing support
 Mentoring Membership: Challenge each local council to mentor one new teacher 

in their council area
★ Advocacy:

‣ To promote policies, practices, and procedures that support literacy.
 Updated website used as informational center for literacy professionals
 Social networking used
 Media used to “brag” about what our local and state councils are doing
 Radio, newspaper, … 

Tennessee Reading Association! 1 of 17

September 2011

tennessee reading association

Reading Matters

Our Mission: . . . to promote the development of  literacy among all segments of  the population in the 
State of  Tennessee in order to foster an informed, productive citizenry.

A Newsletter For The Improvement 
Of Reading Instruction



★ Awards:
‣ Become aware of all scholarships, grants and awards IRA is offering
‣ Encourage and support local councils and state council to apply for them

 State Coordinator: IRA Honorary Awards Chair
 President
 More updated and detailed information placed in handbook
 Updated website will  include this information as well

We are well on our way to accomplishing these goals but it cannot happen without your support and 
active participation!

 Julie Baker and Jeremy Wendt, our new webmasters have created a beautiful new website for 
TRA. Take a few minutes to go to www.tnreads.org and browse the new site. Each committee chair 
has a space to share their forms and information about all of the scholarships, grants, and service 
activities that TRA has been actively pursuing in the past and now making it more accessible to our 
members. I want to personally thank Julie and Jeremy for their hard work in launching our new site.
 Our Summer Leadership Workshop and first board meeting held at Montgomery Bell State 
Park in July was a tremendous success. We had a record crowd of new local council and state 
leaders mixing in with our experienced past leaders. Randy Kincaid and his team did a superb job 
facilitating this very productive leadership occasion for TRA. The positive attitudes and enthusiasm of 
the participants was a refreshing experience. Despite the need for budget cuts our state and local 
council leaders have made some spectacular plans for this year to impact literacy throughout the 
state and world! See the individual council lists on pages 5 and 6. I want to thank Brooke Brown for 
using her creative talents for the TRA Newsletter.  Kudos to her!
 The 2011 annual conference will be held at the Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro, TN from 
Sunday, December 2 through Tuesday, December 4. I hope to see all of our members there and bring 
a friend or two for camaraderie and professional development. Thank you to Jana Crosby, conference 
planner and her team for their hard work in organizing this annual professional development event. 
 I am thrilled to be a part of an organization that is composed of many different volunteers but 
who all have a love for literacy and realize the power that being literate can do for an individual child 
or adult. Thank you for giving 
me this opportunity to be 
your President this year. If 
you have any concerns, 
questions, or strong desire to 
step in and become more 
active please feel free to 
contact me. I would love to 
add your I into our WE at 
TRA!

Yours in Reading, 
Deborah Setliff
dsetliff@tntech.edu
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! ! ! ! !

IRA STATE COORDINATOR’S 
CORNER

Tennessee Reading Association
Fall News

 As we met at Montgomery Bell in July, many thoughts came to my mind.  As educators we 
are going to have to take a stand to support our jobs and our interests.  Reform efforts are much 
like New Year’s resolutions.  They begin with a great deal of  energy and enthusiasm, but as 
everyday pressures push the conscious effort out of  mind, the deep structure kicks in and people 
revert to their traditional way of  thinking.
 In order to make reading a top priority in this state, we MUST become a force that is 
recognized at the state level and pursue support for this through International Reading.  I am not 
saying to become political, but we must know what is going on and what our expectations are in 
order to meet the new standards and make Tennessee a state to be proud of  and not one to be 
scorned because we received federal monies for progress.
 Tennessee’s First to the Top is going to be the stepping stone for us as educators to prove to 
the public and the nation that WE are a TEAM.  WE are a force that loves children, works late, 
works hard, works smart, and most of  all gives everything WE have to make sure EVERY child 
gets the education that is possible to reach their potential.  Remember, Deborah gave us a charge to 
make sure that WE put the WE in Tennessee Reading. Contact your legislators either by email or 
phone.  It is vital.
 I will be sending out the forms for the annual Council Presidents and TRA Board Dinner to 
be held on Sunday, December 4, 2011, at the Embassy Suites around 6 p.m. in a room to be 
determined. As soon as I know the room I will send out the invitations. REMEMBER, this is by 
invitation only. Local Council Presidents, Board Members, and Committee Chairs, are the only ones 
that are to attend the dinner, and the TRA Board Meeting after dinner.  Zaner Blozer again is 
sponsoring our dinner. You MUST get your paperwork back to me to be included in the 
reservations for dinner.  NO LATE reservations can be accepted. Sorry for any inconvenience.
 I want to thank all of  you for your hard work and dedication to TRA. Many things are going 
on and we are working as a TEAM and stepping up to the plate. A special thanks to Jana for taking 
the responsibility as Co-Chair for the conference. Kathy and I discussed it and found her to be a 
willing choice to help make this conference a success. Thank you Jana!
 I look forward to our conference and having the opportunity to see all of  you in 
Murfreesboro.  Spread the word!!  

-- Randall Kincaid

!
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Family Literacy and You
“Have you ever wondered?”

Wondering about something is a great way to start a 
conversation. When families are engaged in conversations, 
lots of different literacies are strengthened. Families can 
experience engaging conversations at
http://wonderopolis.org/  Wonderopolis is a website brought 
to life by the National Center for Family Literacy. 

Each day, a “wonder” is posted; typically in question form. 
Past examples of Wonderopolis conversation starters 
include:  “How much does penny candy cost? Who invented 
chocolate chips? Do sea cows moo? Do fish swim in schools 
in the summer? A photograph is posted with the question to 
stimulate wonder. Families entertain the question and 
discuss possible answers. Then, click on the “read more” to 
find out the answer. There is a “Did you know?’ section that 
gives interesting information about the topic. Next is a “Try 
it out!” section that suggests various activities families can 
do together related to the topic. A list of “wonder words to 
know” is listed for those wishing to add to or strengthen their vocabulary. Then, there is a “Still 
Wondering?” section that provides a link to another website with still more information related 
to the topic. Finally,  the “Wonder What’s Next?” encourages visitors to return for the next day’s 
exciting wonder.

This website would be a great way to start a family literacy night, a class discussion, or a parent 
seminar. 
Local Family Literacy Chairs:
Please submit any Family Literacy activities or events that your council participates in to Ina 
Maxwell at inamaxwell@citlink.net.

Looking for information to give 
to your families at your next 
family literacy night?
Check out this web address:

www.reading.org/downloads/
parents/pb1044_involved.pdf

This PDF is a short, three-
page download with great 
information for families. It 
defines and describes family 
literacy, as well as, offers ways 
for family engagement.
Check out other family literacy 
material at www.reading.org
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Notice!!!!!!!
Proposals for the grants from the Promotion of Reading should be sent by Jan. 31, 
2012 to jeannemcgehee@yahoo.com. See the Promotion of Reading committee 
page tnreads.org for more info.
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Council Goals 2011-2012 

Sevier County

To promote the growth of reading
To promote and encourage the 
growth of literacy by networking with 

teachers and administrators
To develop a literacy community in 

Sevier County

Mossy Creek

Awareness of literacy and 
our council activities
Promote membership 

opportunities
Develop community 
outreach activities/projects

Middle Tennessee

Increase membership by 10% over 
2010-2011
Continue and build new collaboration 
with other organizations who serve the 

community
Implement community events to promote 

literacy

Mid Cumberland

Maintain increased 
membership
Continue and improve 

Guatemala involvement
Continue and rebuild Celebrate 

Literacy program

North Central

Increase membership: target 
schools, administrators, 
parents, community, and 

other counties and teacher 
education programs
Be user-friendly: building 
representative training 
(librarians, etc.), 
communication via website, 
committees
Community service - 

newsletter

Smoky Mountain

Professional development: 
supervisor support, revamp 
meetings
Community service: Celebrate 
Literacy, book drives, donate 

books to hospital
Membership: provide 
membership forms at other 
in-services, community 
outreach, needs assessment, 
incentives
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Tennessee Tech

More access to journals for educators: 
readwritethink.org, Edmoto, newsletter, 
mini discussion at meetings
More publicity for summer conference
Better meetings: provide something 

attendees can use, offer mini-lessons/
conferences, offer free memberships

Wilson County

Promote and increase 
membership with flyers, 
newsletter, and announcements
Provide meaningful professional 
development: speakers, mini-
workshops, mini-conference
Build leadership and commitment

Cheatham 
County

Increase membership: offer 
incentives, advertise, 
network
Greater participation: 
Celebrate Literacy, mobility 
in presentations, extended 
community involvement 
(including working with 

widows and widowers of 
soldiers)
Inclusion of higher 
education: work with 
Cheatham Co. Public LIbrary 
on a reading project for 
high school students, offer 
presentations focusing on 

varied educational levels 
(Pre-K to adult)

West 
Tennessee

Contact former 
members and invite 
them to become active 

again
Brainstorm ways to 

provide a variety of 
meaningful professional 
development
Investigate sources for 
new council projects

Benton County

Improve programs: spend money for 
a speaker
Increase membership by offering $50 

reading improvement grants and 
giving free memberships to 1st year 
teachers
Increase community involvement 
with programs like a Celebrate 

Literacy reception, Cookies & Milk 
with Santa, Imagination library, and 
supporting troops

Lakeway

Increase 
membership
Provide quality 
professional 
development
Choose meaningful 
projects
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Sevier County Reading Association Claiborne County Schools Host

Centers in a Snap
 Make and Take Reading Workshop

With Donna Whyte
October 20, 2011

 The Sevier County Reading Association along with TRA/SCRA Members from Claiborne County Schools 
will participate in a reading workshop based on correlating strategies and activities to the new Common Core in 
English/Language Arts.  The workshop is paid by the SCRA for its members in appreciation for their support.  Over 
50 participants will enjoy the day long workshop with Donna Whyte.  Donna is a wonderful and knowledgeable 
presenter who is constantly staying abreast of the new trends in teaching.  

Membership Drive for Sevier County Schools  

The Sevier County Reading Association Membership Drive is well underway. With the amount of time it takes to get 
the news to every school Brooke is working hard to get those schools to be 100% in membership so they can have a 

school visit by the children’s author we have each year for our Young Author’s and Junior Author’s Conference in May

Back Row from Left to Right: Melissa Brock, Immediate Past President; Deborah Setliff, President; Randy Kincaid, 
State Coordinator; Kathy Brashears, President-Elect; Lou Ann Walker, Treasurer; Elinor Ross District Coordinator; 
Vickie Manus, District Coordinator; Betty Denton District Coordinator; Kay Watts, District Coordinator. Front Row: Jana 
Crosby, Conference Planner; Jill Barnett, Membership Director; Imogene Reagan, Immediate Past Membership 
Director; Angel Viera, Vice President. Not pictured: Nancy Carter, Corresponding Secretary and Anita Armstrong, 
Recording Secretary, and Sandra Hitt-Smith, Treasurer Elect

TRA Officers
2011-2012



Honor Council Program
 

The Honor Council Program annually recognizes local councils that organize and conduct well-
rounded programs serving the council members, the community, the station/provincial association 
or affiliate, and the International Reading Association.  The requirements for this award are to be 
completed between April 1 of one year and March 1 of the next year.
 
To qualify for Honor Council status, the council must be in good standing according to IRA 
Bylaws.  Specifically, the council must demonstrate that (a) all council officers are members of the 
International Reading Association, and (b) at least 10 council members are alos members of the 
International Reading Association.  Council officers for the year may be counted in this total. 
 
The Honor Council Guidelines and Checklist are now online at www.reading.org.  On the home 
page, look at the left side under resources.  Click on Awards and Grants.  Then, when the next 
page opens, under awards, click on Honor Council Program.  Documentation must be sent 
electronically to IRA Headquarters by March 1.
 
This year, the membership requirement has changed.  In the past, councils had to increase 
membership by a certain percentage to qualify for Honor Council participation.  Now, the council 
MUST JUST INCREASE MEMBERSHIP (If one more person is added to your council, that is 
an increase!)

Your TRA contact is Melanie Collins

Middle Tennessee Reading Association
798 Walnut Ridge Drive
La Vergne, TN 37086.

Email - melanie.collins@mnps.org or 
melaniecollins@tds.net.

Please contact me if I may assist you in any way. Good luck!
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One Page at a Time….
By:  Gale A. Collett, M.Ed., ECE

Banned Books Week (BBW): September 24−October 1, 2011 
BBW is an annual event that celebrates the freedom to read and the importance of the First Amendment. It 
highlights the benefits of free and open access to information while drawing attention to the harms of 
censorship by spotlighting actual or attempted bannings of books across the United States. There are hundreds 
of challenges to books in schools and libraries every year. A map of censorship that was drawn from cases 
documented by the American Library Association (ALA) and the Kids' Right to Read Project can be viewed at 
the following Web page: http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship

Intellectual freedom—the freedom to access information and express ideas, even if the information and ideas 
might be considered unorthodox or unpopular—provides the foundation for BBW 
and stresses the importance of ensuring the availability of unorthodox or unpopular 
viewpoints for all who wish to read and access them.

This information on BBW was extracted from the ALA’s Banned Books Web site. To 
view links to resources that include BBW events, BBW press kit, BBW merchandise 
and information on frequently challenged books, please view http://www.ala.org/ala/
issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm

For assistance with challenges to library materials, services, or programs, please 
contact ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom, 800-545-2433, ext. 4221, or contact 
the TRA Intellectual Freedom chairperson, Lance Jasitt, at LPJasitt@tntech.edu.

Picture it…you are reading to your four year old.  He has 
picked out his favorite book… again.  It has been a long 
day so, just maybe he won’t notice if you ‘accidentally’ 
miss a page or three.  Uh-oh, he noticed!  What do you do 
next?  Try to talk him into moving on or go back and pick 
up where the pages ‘stuck’?  After all, how many times 
has he heard this same story anyway?  Don’t try to talk 
him into moving on.  Even if he has heard the story more 
times than you can count because it is his favorite.  Go 
back and share the story together because every time you 
read to him or read with him, without either one of you 
realizing it, he is developing reading skills.  How? You 
might ask.  It may seem amazing, but in many ways.  
When you look at pictures in the book, ask him what he 
thinks is happening in the picture.  When he tells you, 
there is an emerging reading skill.  Show him the words at 
the bottom and share with him how those words tell about 
the picture just like he did.  As you read the words to him, 
let him put his finger under each word to track the print 
and tell him about how letters make words. Reading skills 

are being developed as he makes connections with letters 
to words to pictures. As he tracks print, let him decide 
where to begin reading, front to back or back to front?  If 
he has heard the same story many times, chances are he 
already knows you read a book from front to back, 
another emergent reading skill developed just by having 
the same experience consistently.  Left to right, start in 
the middle, or jump around from word to word? This skill 
is one better shown than asked because at four, ’left to 
right’ just doesn’t have much meaning yet.  By letting 
him track the print, you can show him where the words 
begin and end on the page without confusion. Another 
way tracking the print builds literacy skills naturally. 
Even though it may be tempting  to ‘skip’, and it may 
take longer to read together , don’t get annoyed, get 
excited that taking the extra time is not only encouraging 
your four year old to love reading, it is helping to develop 
the skills he needs to be a good reader…one page at a 
time.

Tennessee Reading Association! 9 of 17

September 2011

http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm
mailto:LPJasitt@tntech.edu
mailto:LPJasitt@tntech.edu


Have YOU registered for the 2011 
Fall Conference?  

Registration is open for the annual conference.  We have many 
exciting things planned for the conference this year.  For more 

information or to register, simply go to www.tnreads.org.    

 

The conference committee has worked hard to compile a list of authors and presenters that 
has something to offer to all attendees.   Whether you are a classroom teacher, an 
administrator or a literacy coach, this conference is for you.    

 

If you plan to stay at the conference hotel, please contact the Embassy Suites Murfreesboro hotel to 
make your reservation.  Make sure you tell the registration desk that you are registering for the TRA 
Conference to be eligible for the discounted price of rooms.  You may book online at http://
embassysuites1.hilton.com/en_US/es/hotel/MBTESES-Embassy-Suites-Nashville-SE-Murfreesboro-Tennessee/index.do.  
The group code is RDA.  Room rates are $ 139.00 plus tax  for single occupancy and $149.00 plus tax for 
double occupancy ($10.00 additional per person over 2).  The conference rate is available until 
November 9th, but rooms are filling up so reserve yours today.   

 

Should you have any questions or need further information, please feel free to contact 
Jana Crosby at janacrosby@comcast.net or at (615) 972-4804. 

Sunday, December 4 – Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Embassy Suites Murfreesboro 

1200 Conference Center Boulevard 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 

Reading Matters    INSERT NEW LOGO 
TRA Conference 
Preview

tennessee reading association



Featured Speakers Include: 

Chris Crutcher 
 

Spokane, Washington 
Author & Consultant 

 

Chinese Handcuffs, Ironman, 

Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories, 

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, 

      Whale Talk, The Sledding Hill  

Patricia McKissack 
 

 
Goin’  Someplace  Special 

Ma  Dear’s  Aprons 
Sojourner  Truth:  Ain’t  I  a  Woman 

Tippy Lemmey 
A Picture of Freedom 

 
 
 

                         John Micklos 
 

  Newark, Delaware 
  Author, Consultant,  

  Former Reading Today Editor 
 

  Daddy Poems 
  Mommy Poems 

  Grandparent Poems 
                               Alexander Graham Bell 

Richard Peck 
 

Three Quarters Dead 
Long Way from Chicago 
The Year Down Yonder 

Secrets at Sea 
A  Teacher’s  Funeral 

Maureen McLaughlin 
 

IRA Vice-President 
 

Critical Literacy 

Research-Based Reading Lessons for K-3 

Research-Based Reading Lessons for 4-6 

Jane Feber 

Creative Book  Reports 

          Active Word Play 

Allan Wolf 
Asheville, North Carolina 

The Watch That Ends the Night: Voices 
From the Titantic 

More than Friends: Poems from Him and Her 

Zane’s  Trace 

The Blood-Hungry Spleen and Other  

Poems About Our Parts 

Taryn Souders 
Winter Park, Florida 

Math Teacher & Author 
 

  Whole-y Cow: Fractions are Fun 



Featured Speakers Include: 
Sneed Collard 

 

The Governor's Dog is Missing 

Hangman's Gold 

Double Eagle 

Dog Sense 

Teeth 

Animal Dads 

         Reign of the Sea Dragons  

Kevin Cordi 
Ohio Dominican University 

Founder of the Voices Across  

America Youth Storytelling 

          

  Raising Voices: Youth Storytelling  

Groups and Troupes 

Helen Hemphill 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Vanderbilt University Adjunct Instructor 

Long Gone Daddy 

Deadwood Jones 

Runaround 

Denise Brennan-Nelson 
                                  Howell, Michigan 

Willow:  Most  Outstanding  Children’s  Book  for  2009  (Mom’s  Choice  Awards) 

Buzzy the Bumblebee; Grady the Goose 

Someday is Not a Day of the Week 

 

Session Topics Include:  
 

Common Core Standards 

Family Literacy 

Fluency 

Curriculum 

Reading in the Content Areas 

Vocabulary 

Connecting Math and Literacy 

Struggling Readers 

Science and Literacy 

Digital Media       

Early Literacy               

        …  and  many  more 

Jacquie McTaggart 
Independence, Iowa 

 

From  The  Teacher’s  Desk; 

If  They  Don’t  Learn  the  Way  You  Teach, 

Teach the Way They Learn 

Additional authors include: Debbie Clements, Nelson Lauver, Deborah Shine, 
and  Motheral  and  Burton….  Many  of  these  authors  will  be  present  at  the  

luncheon and for signing their books at scheduled times.   

Pre-Registration will close on Wednesday, November 23, 2011. 



Authors’‛ Luncheon Registration and Information 
   Monday, December 5, 2011 

Dear TRA Conference Participants, 

 

We  have  an  exciting  authors’  luncheon  planned  just  for  you!    Not  only  has  Chris Crutcher agreed to serve as our key-
note luncheon speaker, but many authors plan on joining us at the luncheon tables.  They include Richard Peck, 
Patricia McKissack, Allan Wolf, Denise Brennan-Nelson, Kevin Cordi, John Micklos, Sneed Collard, Taryn Souders, Bill 
Landry, Jacquely McTaggart, and Jane Feber. 

 

While listening to Chris Crutcher and conversing with the author seated at your table, you will dine on a scrumptious 
lunch  consisting  of  “Lynchburg  Chicken:  grilled  breast  of  chicken  glazed  with  our  signature  Jack  Daniels  barbecue  
sauce,  topped  with  bacon,  sautéed  onions,  peppers,  mushrooms,  and  melted  Monterey  Jack  cheese”  (from  Embassy  
Suite’s  menu),  salad,  and  dessert.  If  your  diet  is  restricted  to  a  vegetarian  menu,  please  note  this  on  the  form  below. 

 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  the  conference  and  hope  that  you  will  join  me  at  the  authors’  luncheon!     I  can’t  wait  to  
tell my friends and students that I met with real authors and came away with great ideas to implement in my class-
room; as an advocate of literacy, I am certain that you feel the same way. 

 

Warmly, 

Kathy 

 

Kathy Brashears, Ed.D. 

TRA 2011 Conference Co-Chair 

 
Request for One Author Luncheon Ticket 

I understand that each request/check for an author luncheon ticket will be documented in the order received, and only 
the first 100 participants being awarded luncheon tickets. The tickets are non-refundable. 

 

Name of Conference Participant _____________________________________ 

 

Please make your check for $30.00 payable to Tennessee Reading Association and mail to the following address:  

 

Randall Kincaid 

Tennessee Reading Association Luncheon Coordinator 

226 Cedar Street 

Sevierville, TN 37862 

 

TRA Vice President 



Time  Type of Session Presenter/s Title of Presentation

3:00-4:00
Author Signing 

Session
Kevin Cordi Author Signing 

3:00-3:45 45-minute Breakout Debbie Clement Lyrics to Literacy: Read a Song & Sing a Book

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Nelson Lauver  Title to be updated 

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Keith Pruitt Just What Does It Mean to Make Sense

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout

Terri Bradshaw, Heather 
Martin, Beth Brown, Mike 

Crabtree, Courtney 
Whitehead, Angela Loria, & 

Cheryl Chambers 

Reading Rocks: Changing the Culture of a School

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Madeline Kuderick All I want for Christmas is to Learn How to Read

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Jessica Talada Fluency: Beyond Speed Reading

3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Betsy Loveday
On the Fly- Practical, Easy to Implement Strategies 
for Students Who Continue to Struggle to Decode

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout Karen Terry Reading Projects Pass On The Passion

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout Ina Maxwell The ABCs of Literacy in the Content Areas

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout  Mary Phillips Title to be updated 

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout
Sharon Teets & Jessica 

Laws
Emotional Intelligence and Academic Achievement:  

Using Books to Accomplish Both!

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout
Terri Tharp, Cheryl 

Hitchcock, & Beverly 
Boulware

Implementing Family Literacy Programs to Support 
Literacy Education and Family Involvement

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout Stacey Elkins Academic Vocabulary Across the Curriculum

4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout Samantha Alperin
The Value of Author Studies in the K-12 Classroom - 

Lessons From the Field!
4:15-5:00 45-minute breakout Karen Horton The Benefits of and How to Conduct Multigenre 

Research

5:30-7:00
President’s  Dinner  

and Board Meeting
By Invitation Only

2011 TRA Conference General Sessions and Breakout Sessions Schedule
Sunday, 12/4/2011

This Way to Frog Street Pre-K!3:00-3:45 45-minute breakout Dianne Patterson

General Session Kevin Cordi Storytelling and Literacy Boxes

**Tentative Schedule as of 9/16/11.  A Final Schedule will be posted at www.tnreads.org soon.

1:00-2:45



Day and Time Type of Session Presenter/s Title of Presentation

8:15-9:45

10:00-11:30 90-minute breakout Nancy Wisker
3-D Interactive Notebooking:  Folding for Lasting 

Understanding

10:00-10:45 45-minute Breakout Kim Wingate & Kay Cowan
Enhancing Literacy Development through 

Connections with Families and Professionals
10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Taryn Souders Using Children's Literature to Reduce Math Anxiety

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Slenda Haynes
Word Exploration: Activities for Developing 
Vocabulary Knowledge in Literature and the 

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout John Micklos The Power of Poetry

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Olga Ebert & Connie Casha
Integrating Common Core Standards into Online 
Learning for Teachers: Tennessee Early Grades 

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Joel Mayes & Cheryl Ellis Spelling:  Don't Pass it Up!

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Jane Feber Learning is Not a Spectator Sport

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Jeremy Logsdon Buffy, Harry Potter, and Homer Simpson Help Teach 
Literacy

10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Allan Wolfe 
The Poetry Content Connection:  Using Poetry as 

Assessment Across the Curriculum
10:00-10:45 45-minute breakout Jacquie McTaggart Catch 'em Before They Fall

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout
Laura Graves & Helen 

Dainty
Simulation of Literacy Related Disabilities

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Denise Brennan-Nelson Title to be updated 

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Ann Stewart
Quick Writes: 5 Minutes to Greater Success in the 

Content Areas 6-8
11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Paul Coggins Love, Read, Learn!  A User Friendly Literacy Program

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Kevin Cordi Title to be updated 

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Deborah Shine & Ian Shine Hidden Letters. Letters of fear, hope, and despair

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Sneed Collard Title to be updated 

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Gale Collett
Encouraging Emergent Reading Skills Throughout 

the Pre-Kindergarten Classroom
11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout Karen Wanamaker Ask Me 'Know' Questions, I'll Tell You 'Know' Lies

11:00-11:45 45-minute breakout LaDonna Wicklund I Can Read Songs: A Joyous Intervention for K, 1st, & 
Title 1 

12:00-1:30 Author’s  Luncheon Chris Crutcher Additional Authors Will Be in Attendance

Monday, 12/5/2011

General Session Richard Peck Featured Author

2011 TRA Conference General Sessions and Breakout Sessions Schedule

**Tentative Schedule as of 9/16/11.  A Final Schedule will be posted at www.tnreads.org soon.



12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Leigh Daley Writing in the Early Grades

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Mindy Lloyd
The Scaffolded Reading Experience (SRE): Taking 

Students’  Reading  Comprehension  to  the  Next  Level

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout
Summer Wood & Kathy 

Daws

Developing a Literate Environment as a Support for 

Early Literacy

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout
Deborah McAllister & Kay 

Cowan
Mathematics and Children's Literature: Making 

Connections
12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Wanda Meeks Teaching the Big 5 in 10, and other Neat Literacy 

Ideas
12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout

Richard Potts & Elizabeth 

Heeren
Adolescent Literacy: A Time to Act?

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout
J. Perkins, Frederick 

Holmes, & Crystal Cook
Science and Literacy: A Marriage that Works

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout
Elizabeth Saunders & 

Patricia Tucker
Literacy Launchpads

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Susan Young Building Vocabulary in a Caring Environment

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Loretta Fowlkes
Using Picture Books to Revive Reading for Struggling 

Urban Teens

12:45-1:30 45-minute breakout Robin Jocius
Bringing Digital Media into Your Classroom: Student 

Creation of Multimodal Responses to Literature

1:30-2:30
Author Signing 

Session 
 John Micklos Author Signing 

1:45-3:00 General Session
Denise

Brennan-Nelson
Featured Author

3:00-4:00
Author Signing 

Session
TBA Author Signing 

3:15-4:00 45-minute Breakout Karen Terry Reading Projects Pass On The Passion

3:15-4:00 45-minute Breakout Chris Crutcher Title to be updated 

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout
Sandy Smith, Charles Long, 

& Lori Long
Passing It On Through Stories and Songs

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout Jane Feber Title to be updated 

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout Randall Klein
Intervention Games and Small Group Activities for 

Beginning and Struggling Readers

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout Helen Hemphill
Creating  a  Space  for  Literacy:    The  Writer’s  

Notebook Revisited.

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout Bill Landry Title to be updated 

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout Patricia McKissack Title to be updated 

3:15-4:00 45-minute breakout
Reggie Curran  & Jan 

Bushing

Helping Families Understand and Support the 

Common Core Standards 

2011 TRA Conference General Sessions and Breakout Sessions Schedule
Monday, 12/5/2011

**Tentative Schedule as of 9/16/11.  A Final Schedule will be posted at www.tnreads.org soon.
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